University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

2-24-1975

Forty Day Project Focuses on Hunger
University of Dayton

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
University of Dayton, "Forty Day Project Focuses on Hunger" (1975). News Releases. 10291.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/10291

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

1

University Relations
Mark Pomerleau
Dir., Info rmation Services

university of dayton
-

DAYTON, OHIO 45469
(513 ) 229-2911

-

FORTY DAY PROJECT FOCUSES ON HUNGER
DAYTON, Ohio, February 24, 1975 --- IIWhen you talk about a problem long
enough, you're either faced with doing something or being called a liar," says
Tim Langley in explanation of the "Forty Days Project," which is an attempt to
bring awareness to the University of Dayton and the Dayton community of the
world food crisis and what can be done about it.
Langley, a senior in Arts & Sciences, had written about the world food
problem in his column for the Flyer News. When he arrived at his decision
to do something, he contacted Bill Paxton, a fellow theology major, and
together the two contacted other campus organizations, wrote a proposal and
received money from the Marianist Institute for Christian Renewal to eonduct
the "Forty Days Project ll as a Lenten activity.
Activities will include an information table in the Kennedy Uhion through
March 19, a walk from campus to downtown Dayton to focus attention on the
problem near the end of the Lenten season and a mini course on the problem
of world hunger taught by Brother Donald Geiger of the biology department,
Dr. Bruce Taylor of the history department, and Brother Leo Murray of the
theology department. The date for the mini-course has not been set yet.
The premise on which Langley bases the project is that because of the
size of the world hunger problem and the ambiguity of possible solutions,
people are tempted to dismiss the situation.
"They must not be allowed to do so," he says. "This is the basic premise
of the Forty Days Project. Those people organizing and aiding the project
are as caught up in the complexities and ambiguities of the problem as anyone
else; but they continue to insist that the coexistence of large-scale
starvation in Africa and large-scale waste of resources in American is somehow
very fundamentally w~ong. They further insist that although the efforts of
private individuals cannot be the whole enswe~, such efforts are perhaps the
beginning of the answer."
Donations toward world hunger relief will be taken at the information
table. Steps will be taken, according to Langley, to insure that the charity
to which the donations are finally sent is a reputable and efficient one,
with a minimum of bureaucratic drain and a maximum impact in famine areas.
Those charities will probably be CROP or Bread for the World.
Two petitions will be available at the table for signatures. One petition
will be intended for the Congressional delegation and the Secretary of Agriculture and contain a request for additional U.S. aid to stricken areas. The
second petition will be addressed to the television media and will ask for
more intensive aDv~~geof the famine situation. Practical information both
on effective charities and worthwhile dietary alterations will be offered.
The mini-course will be an interdisciplinary undertaking. The .ourse
will be open to all interested students, including those who have become
interested as a result of the information table .
The public walk is being organized in a fashion similar to that of a
March of Dimes walk. Although designed to focus attention on the prob~em,
it is not in any sense meant to provoke a physical confrontation, according
to Langley.
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